Dove Season Primer
By Rocky Ferraro
As we walked across the field and found our stations our anticipations of a good dove hunt were cautious at best. The previous years had not been good to us as far as finding a place that we could hunt let alone finding a place that even had doves at all. This year was different someone we knew had come across an owner of several acres of huntable land. He had hunted this property the previous year and done well needless to say we were all excited.
At dawn the doves started to fly and they were coming in like mosquitoes that needed to be swatted. I never have had as much fun and as much shooting as that day. After the morning shoot we all went to our vehicles and had lunch. For lunch we usually made sandwiches with Italian bread and Italian cold cuts. We also had olives, cheese and fruit. Our usual motto was “at least we ate good” but on this hunt we also got doves. The evening shoot was spectacular until dusk. Needless to say there were quite a lot of rounds fired that day, what a way to view the sunset over Gustine!

Doves are one of my favorite birds. They go real well with my Nonna’s special sauce and polenta!
If I don’t come over with enough birds I get the “That’s all you got? You should have stayed home!” but I like just being out of doors I try and explain. For some of us dove season is the primer that gets us ready for the rest of the year’s bird hunting for me it’s a time to get together with friends and family both new and old and have a nice lunch!  Ciao!
