                  SHOTGUNNER’S TALK
                                                   Larry Wagoner

          One of the most rewarding aspects of Shotgunning is introducing new Shotgunners into the sport. But nothing discourages a new Shotgunner more than to miss every target and to get “beat up” by the Shotgun. There are no hard and fast rules that will always work with everyone, but here are a few things to keep in mind. If you are going to occupy the place in someone’s memory as “The [image: image1.jpg]


One” that gets beginners started……Please, try to do it right! Don’t short-cut. Start with some “classroom” talk.
Explain Terms:……. Such as recoil, shot strings, shot patterns, shot speed, targets (birds or clay), posture and effective Shotgun ranges.

Hearing protection: is more important for the learning shooter than it is for us seasoned folks.

Pick the RIGHT gun: A small young person or adult may not be able to handle a 12 gage gun…..at first, anyway. The 20 gage is a good, all around BIG, “small” boar gun. The recoil is definitely felt, but it won’t beat them up! If the person is very young, even a smaller boar may be more suitable.
Check for dominate eye: A lot of beginners have a dominate eye problem and don’t even know it. That should be an “immediate” concern! If the dominate eye is opposite their shooting side, that problem should have priority.

Keeping both eyes OPEN: It is important to inform new shooters that most, but not all, “top notch” Shotgunners shoot with both eyes open. Focus, peripheral vision, depth perception and balance are all affected. But it is not impossible for “one eyed” Shotgunners to enjoy the sport.

Check for “Flinch”: Recoil anticipation causes “serious” problems for beginners. Conquer that problem and the rest will be much easier and more enjoyable.

Teach GUN SAFETY: Early instruction is the perfect time to stress the absolute necessity to observe safety rules for firearms. It is a matter of LIFE or DEATH!

Watch the new shooter very closely….at all times. Be firm but not intimidating. Be sure that they know where and when to load and unload…and why. Make sure that they know about the gun safety and when to use it.

Patience: Remember, a new Shotgunner will not be an expert after the first time out. It takes time and each shooter will take more, or less time. Don’t push!
