ALBERTA, CANADA GOOSE HUNT

By Darold Givens

When I was asked by Tony NAPLES if I wanted to go goose hunting out of Edmonton, Alberta in September, I immediately said yes. There was one more opening so I invited Roger HATIN to join me and he immediately said yes. I had been hunting in Saskatchewan before and enjoyed shooting Canada geese and ducks, but this trip was awesome. We hunted with five other hunters who connected via the internet on a hunting forum. Our trip started by the guide, Chris picking us up at our hotel and taking us 100 km South/East of Edmonton to the hunting lodge in Two Hills, a small farming community. Our accommodations were an out building with two beds, heater, refrig and alarm clock. We just walked a few steps to the main lodge for the dining room and sitting room with a satellite TV. 

The morning started out with a wake up calls at 4 AM and a continental breakfast which included all that you would expect and more.  Our group divided into two hunting parties of 4 and 3. Our group was the 4, which were myself, Roger, Tony and Billy. We were taken to a pea field that had not been harvested yet except for a strip that allowed us to put out big foot Canada decoys and our coffin type blinds. Chris left us with a guide named Barry. He is a local hunter and an excellent caller. Since we were all new to this style of hunting, Chris gave us the speech that would be given to beginners before he left us in the hands of Barry. The part that I remember is that there will be times that 10 birds will fly in and 10 birds will leave but do not be disappointed as it happens to all of us. 

We are allowed 8 Canada geese and 8 ducks each per day. It became light and the first flock of geese made their appearance. Barry expertly called in the first group and when the shooting was over, 7 geese were piled up. To keep track of all the game, Barry stacks the geese near each person’s blind and makes sure there are no more than 8 in each pile. This continued until we had 32 geese down and two hours had not passed. To pass the time, we continued to call in geese for the camera until Chris returned and picked us up. 

We returned back to the lodge before noon to clean up and eat a home cooked meal, which contained no less than 3 entrees, 4 side dishes and 3 desserts. After that we napped until 3 PM and was taken out for some duck hunting. This time all seven of us hunted in a row near a pond and waited for the flight of ducks. There were not as many birds that afternoon but the shooting and camaraderie was fun. When it got dark, we headed back to the lodge to clean up and have another home cooked meal with wine. Our cook was Chris’s mother who took holiday during the hunting season and brought her talents she learned while growing up in England. 

The next day was similar but we were dropped off in another field. I guess Chris felt that we did not need a guide this trip and we were on our own. There was fog on the river where the geese were holed up so we had to wait longer for them but there were many ducks that decoyed in that were fair game. When we quit by 10 AM, we had a total of 39 birds. That afternoon we went to another spot to finish off our goose limit and there were only three hunters and 10 birds to go. On the first pass of geese we fired 9 times and dropped 9 geese. Awesome. Roger took a lone goose to finish off our last bird. 

On the last day we had a choice of hunting geese or ducks. Roger, Steve and I chose ducks. We were taken to a local pond that had not been shot over this season.  All we saw before shoot time were ducks flying every which way. Since there were only 3 hunters, our bag limit was 24 ducks. In less than one hour, we had 24 ducks on the ground and the birds were still flying all around us while we were standing out in the open. During half that time, I had my video camera and was shooting the action. We got back to the lodge early and waited for the other group after we had cleaned up and packed our bags for the trip back to Edmonton. Our flight would be leaving the next morning. 

The perks of this trip were transportation to and from the airport or hotel, three meals a day, comfortable rooms and accommodations, cleaning, packaging and freezing of the birds and all the shotgun shells that you can shoot included in the price. 

Would I go back next year?… in a heart beat. Would I like to go with more Rod and Gun members ?… you tell me. Price not including air was $1600. 
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