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                 All of us that have Shotguns want to be good Shotgunners…at least good enough to hit our targets. We know that we cannot hit the target every time but we would like to run a good average. Most of us do….sort of. Hunters want to kill quickly and cleanly rather than to have to chase down a wounded bird or to watch it sail off to die somewhere. So most everyone will agree that it is much better to shoot well than to shoot poorly. But in order to speak with any consensus, we need to define what we mean by good Shotgunner and a poor Shotgunner. We don’t want to get “wrapped around the axle” with exact definitions – we can generalize by comparison….or is it fare to do that? Is there some kind of measuring device to hold up next to a Shotgunner so we will know? On a Shotgun range, it is not hard to see who can break more clay targets but what about in the field?....shooting at birds?

                  Here is a situation: Two duck hunters and in blinds on opposite sides of a lake. A duck flies over the first hunter and he downs it with his third shot. Then a duck flies over the second hunter and he downs it with his first shot. At the end of the day, the first hunter has his limit but the second hunter missed his limit by one. The first hunter has fired twenty six shells and the second hunter has fired nineteen. The first hunter hit about 33% and the second hunter hit about 60%. Which one is the better Shotgunner….both downed about the same number of ducks? Is the standard the number of shells fired or the number of ducks downed? Would their averages be the same hunting for dove or quail or pheasants…..or shooting clay targets? It is tough to keep score because of the variables in targets and environments. 

                 So, have you decided the definition of good and poor? It is not easy and besides – who, among us, is qualified to establish such a definition? Most of us don’t Shotgun because we want to show our friends…and others…how good/ bad we shoot. We do it for pleasure and for practice. We all want to be good but if someone else is better…it is not the end of the world. We have our good days and our poor days so any definition would fit…..on any given day. We give ourselves the benefit of the doubt…so should we give our fellow Shotgunners the same benefit? Anyway…….one day you will outshoot your buddy and the next day your buddy will outshoot you. Why bother using any kind of measuring stick?  

