                 SHOTGUNNER’S TALK
                                            Larry Wagoner

           For some, Shotgunning is no fun, probably because they can’t hit their target as often as they would like to. Some folks don’t have the patience to stay at it until they learn the basics…then stay with it to improve. Even the basics take practice. Mounting the Shotgun, “pointing” rather than aiming, swing, follow through, lead, sight picture, etc. and etc. Shotgunning is not as easy for some as it is for others. It is difficult for those who enjoy Shotgunning, because they more often hit their targets, to understand why some folks are “hung up” on the most simple problems but “simple” is defined by WHOM? 
[image: image1.png]SHOTGUNNER'S TALK
Larry Wagoner

It is very difficult
for avid Shotgunners
to admit that some folks
are just not capable of becoming immediately proficient with
a Shotgun. Some of us that spend time at the Shotgun range have
seen husbands with wives, granddads with grandsons, fathers/
mothers with sons/daughters, uncles/aunts with nieces/nephews,
friends with friends, etc. who try to teach Shotgunning. Many
times it is easy, but sometimes it seems difficult- to near
impossible- because Shotgunning is not as easy, for some, as
we may think that it should be. Instructing Shotgunning can
be most difficult when family members are involved and sometimes
problems are overcome when an outsider can help. Sometimes though
....teaching and learning seems to be wasted efforts.

That's what is difficult for avid Shotgunners to
admit....the "wasted efforts" part. But we must realize that
people are different- with different likes and dislikes and
with different levels of ability based on their interest and
aptitude. What seems natural to us, may not be natural for others
and what brings us much pleasure may cause discomfort for those
that don't share our enthusiasm,We know that the pleasure and
enjoyment will come, but for those that are not so inclined,
it will take some delicate time and some understanding patience.
How many times have we seen that young person or a beginner,
leave the Shotgun range frustrated, discouraged and somewhat
disappointed? How many times have we seen, even the more ex-
perienced Shotgunners, staying away or hesitating to get out
to the range because they don't feel that they can shoot well
enough to be comfortable?

We can't give up! No Shotgunner (or any shooter) can hit
the target every time, if he did there would be no more challenge
and the "fun" of it would be destroyed. Everyone misses, some
more than others, but we a11vmiss.....occasionally. But how
many targets did we miss when we first got into shooting? Did
we ever leave the range frustrated, discouraged and disappointed?
YES, we didl! Some of us more so than others.

So, when we see a situation where a gunner is having some
difficulty, a passing word of encouragement never hurt. FOR
INSTRUCTORS: Don't expect too much, too soon, especially from
family members. And most important, don't try to cram in too
much detail to flood their brain and feed their confusion. Start
with "Basics" and stay with basics until the gunner is ready
to advance. Don't "push", just let it happen - IT WILL!!!




           Those who try to teach Shotgunning and those who give advice, sometimes lose sight of the fact that their logic is not the only logic in town! What works for some, may cause a setback for someone else, especially if they had conflicting instruction from someone else. It is difficult for an avid Shotgunner to bit his lip and keep his mouth shut when he sees someone doing things differently than the way he would do it. It is difficult for GOOD Shotgunners to admit that their way is not the only way. Sometimes, folks just don’t listen….for any number of reasons. Sometimes, folks are just not good students….just because. Sometimes, instructors are not effective….just because.
            Like it, or not…..believe it or not…..some folks just aint, and aint ever gona to be, accomplished Shotgunners. But no one has to be accomplished to enjoy Shotgunning! Some Shotgunners are “bad” but they are happy to go Shotgunning….specially, the kids and beginners. Let’s don’t give up on them. Don’t get upset at a young son or grandson or daughter or a wife or husband. Let’s don’t lose those beginners that are having problems with consistency, because they become frustrated. Let’s don’t overload them with more than they can handle and most of all Don’t Criticize in a way that makes them feel inadequate. Offer encouragement whenever you can. Don’t “push”. Just let it happen….and it will. We all miss….occasionally, and we used to miss more than we do now. Improvement comes with practice but when the Shotgunner is discouraged, the fun of Shotgunning is lost. That should be a crime! 
