                       Shotgunner’s Talk
                                Larry Wagoner

                When we go Shotgunning, whether it is target shooting or hunting, we grab our Shotguns and GO! Some of us get pretty good…good enough to break targets and to down a game bird, or two. Few Shotgunners ever take the time or effort to understand their Shotgun, so…….when that old “hand me down” Shotgun ends up in their closet, they don’t know what to do with it. The old gun is a good, quality Shotgun, worth keeping……but they don’t shoot it much because it is a solid, FULL choke, barrel and is only good for ducks or high flying geese……and we don’t all want guns that are strictly “longer range” guns. But that old Shotgun doesn’t have to be retired. It can be resurrected! Not for FREE, but for less than a new Shotgun.
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          Take a close look at that old Shotgun. Is it a good, quality one that is in good shape? If it is worth doing anything with, take it to a gunsmith with a list of questions. How long is the chamber? How long is the chamber forcing cone? What is the diameter of the boar? What can be done to make it perform better?

Maybe the chamber can be lengthened to receive Magnum shells. Maybe the chamber forcing cone can be lengthened to reduce felt recoil. Maybe the muzzle forcing cone can be removed and the muzzle threaded for changeable chokes. Maybe the entire length of the barrel can be “Backboared” to increase velocity. Maybe it can be ported to decrease felt recoil.
All of these things can be done and each has its good points. But what GOOD will any of those things do?....actually, a little of each.

Recommended: 1. Increasing the length of the chamber forcing cone. That will result in fewer deformed pellets for a better pattern. 13/4 inches is recommended. 2. Replace the solid choke with threads to receive changeable chokes. That will give the gun a variety of uses.
NOT Recommended: Increasing the length of the chamber will allow bigger loads but can the gun handle it?....for how long? Backboaring will reduce friction in the barrel but the overall reduction in gun weight will negate any measurable changes. Reduced felt recoil equals increased felt recoil. Porting seems to make no difference at all.

So, you can have yourself a fine, old Shotgun that performs as well as the new, expensive ones. With a few extra bucks, you can even polish it up some with a blue job and a new stock. But what do you want? A good shooter or a thing to “Show Off”?
