                                SHOTGUNNER’S TALK

                                                  Larry Wagoner

[image: image1.png]Do You HAvE

n shotgun...

po|you [Shoot it | ©®

If you'd like to Practice...
Discover... SACRANIENTO VALLEY SHOOTING CENTER
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Sharpen your skills w;th

TRAP, SKEET
and “5 STAND” LOCATION: 15501 MEISS ROAD
SPORTING CLAY SOUTHEAST OF RANCHO MURIETA, OFF IONE ROAD

FACILITIES: 50 METER PISTOL & 100 METER RIFLE RANGES WITH
COVERED FIRING LINE ACTION PISTOL RANGE
300 METER SIGHTING IN RIFLE RANGE
200 TO 1000 YARD HIGHPOWER RIFLE RANGE
SILHOUETTE RANGES FOR RIFLE, PISTOL, SMALLBORE
TRAP, SKEET AND 5 STAND SPORTING CLAYS

ORGANIZED HIGHPOWER RIFLE MATCHES
PROGRAMS: RIFLE AND PISTOL SILHOUETTE MATCHES
- USPSA/IPSC PISTOL AND COWBOY MATCHES |
SKEET & TRAP LEAGUES HAM & BACON TRAP SHOOTS

OPEN PROGRAM: OPEN TO PUBLIC--FRIDAY THRU TUESDAY
8:00AM TO 5:00PM
SKEET & TRAP SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY
CENTER CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

INFORMATION
PHONE: (916) 952-3780




           It is good to see beginner Shotgunners, young or old, or in between.  We, avid Shotgunners, use our Shotguns often enough that we hardly think about what we are doing (though we should). It is sort of like driving a car: once we learn, we go into the “Automatic mode”. But we all were, at one time, beginners. Beginner Shotgunners are very vulnerable – they have not developed an “Automatic mode”. They need help, not to develop an automatic mode, but to avoid thinking that there is an automatic mode….because there aint one.   

         Many beginner Shotgunners don’t last because they “give up”. They give up because of a tremendous problem….learning to hit moving targets. (Does that sound familiar? – Were we there once…..maybe still there?) Almost all of us had, or have the same problem. Oh, yes we did,… or do. THERE is where the beginner needs help – lots of help!

         Beginners seem to all start the same way…they shoot right at the target! We know that a moving target cannot be hit by shooting right al it. The shot, from a Shotgun, only travels at about 1200 feet per second, which means that a target moving at 20 miles per hour, 40 feet away from the shooter, will move well out of the shot pattern before it gets there, if the shot is right at it. Beginners don’t understand that! A sure way to discourage a new Shotgunner is to throw criticism at them. Explanations are in order, not criticism. Shotgunning is not an “automatic” ability.

          Older beginners seem to be more aware of expected things, because of exposure. Younger beginners don’t seem to have much patience. They all need help and understanding. Field shooting at game birds usually comes after some degree of shooting ability has been developed; beginners don’t just pick up a Shotgun and “Go Do It!”  There is a learning period.

         Remember that our job, as experienced Shotgunners, is to help beginners as best we can. Don’t overwhelm them with instructions or criticism. Guide them; don’t direct them, so that they can develop their own Shotgunning skills with confidence. Encourage them so that they don’t give up. Teach them to avoid the “automatic mode”.            
