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      SHOTGUNNER’S TALK
                               Larry Wagoner
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Smaller gage Shotguns are a lot of enjoyment. Usually, we don’t hit much but we enjoy “popping” .410 boars and 28 gage. Some folks won’t try them because it makes hitting what we shoot at tougher but, really it is enjoyable to use .410 and 28 guns…..even the 20 gage. The 20 gage is still considered a “smaller” gage. Many say that they can’t tell the difference between a 12 gage and a 20 gage….as far as hitting their target. No one can argue that the 12 gage doesn’t have more killing power and distance, but at closer ranges the smaller gages are just as effective and shot velocities are very much the same. Shot densities are different but everything else is about the same. The BIG difference is the number of shot pellets that hit the target area.

         But, you say, I have a 12 gage gun and I don’t want to spend the money for a smaller gage gun……Here comes a surprising FACT! Are you aware that tests show that tube inserts, to convert a 12 gage gun to use smaller gage shells, produce a better patter than factory gage guns? Inserts for a 20 gage even does a better job. Hard to believe…but, according to tests, it is true.  
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                              These patterns were all made at 20 yards
          So, if you like to “play” with Shotguns, doing different kinds of hunting or different kinds of target shooting, you might look into the possibilities of tube inserts. They are not too expensive. You can get an entire set of inserts, for your 12 gage gun, for less money than you can buy a single smaller gage gun. The smaller gages are a lot of enjoyment…..and you can learn to “hit” with them…… and they kick a lot less. Younger folks and smaller people can learn just as well, maybe better, with a smaller gage gun. Maybe the recoil “scare” will be a lot less with a smaller gage gun. Anyone can enjoy a smaller gage gun.
