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           The internal parts of our Shotguns are “out of sight – out of mind” for a whole bunch of folks that should pay more attention to them. This article is for them: those who shot and put away – shoot and put away without taking proper care of Mr. Shotgun….. except to dust it off once in a while. Those internal need some attention too…more than some might think. Those internal parts are what make our Shotguns function. Without regular lubrication, parts wear out and corrode but the prime reason to clean and oil is the SPRINGS! Shotguns work on three sources of energy…the Shotgunner must pull the trigger; auto loaders require expanding gasses and springs. In fact, all Shotguns use an assortment of springs as a source of energy. Without springs there would not be modern Shotguns (as we know them). Springs power the locks; they make sure that the sears and cocking levers stay in place. Springs keep the action in place; they hold the safety slide, withdraw the strikers, control shell ejectors and return the triggers to their proper position. Without the spring that that holds the forearm in place, a “break action” gun would come apart every time the gun is opened. In most auto-loaders springs control the ejection of spent shells, the injection of the next shell, and to close the action. If just about any spring fails, we are out of business.

          Some springs in your Shotgun, don’t even look like springs. Basically, Shotguns use three types of springs, of various sizes. “V” springs, leaf springs and coil springs. Their durability is remarkable when you consider is under constant stress, compression or tension. Springs are humble items that have lots of responsibility but seldom get the respect they deserve. Need to know about metals: It is an accepted statement (not quite fact) that metal is non-porous. But metal will absorb oil! Yes it does! Not like a sponge but oil will get into the tiny spaces between the molecules of the metal resulting in lubrication and corrosion prevention of the metal itself. Lubrication is important for springs to extend their lives and to insure proper operation. That is why garage door springs and Shotgun springs need….require oil once in a while. Oil extends their lives, repels moisture and prevents corrosion.

          There is no need to “field strip” your gun after each use but it should be wiped down and the accessible moving parts oiled. At least once each year it should disassembled, cleaned, oiled and reassembled…..even if it is not used. 

          We should take care of Mr. Shotgun. It represents a sizeable investment.               
