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          Shooting methods are something better left up to the individual. It has been often said, “If a target is hit you did it right, even if the Shotgun is upside-down”. That saying has meaning ….but if the gun is upside-down and the target is hit, it was an accident (lucky shot). Snap shots taken while the shooter is turning around are also unpredictable. Shots taken from the low gun position are “trick shots” and we usually don’t shoot while we are running or walking. There are many ways to be unsafe and there are many ways to do it wrong. It is important to know that our shooting methods are safe and effective and it doesn’t matter whether or not we look good doing it. What we want is a shooting method that works!

          The Shotgun range is a good place to learn gun safety and to develop a shooting method. It is a controlled environment and the shooter has time to think about what he is doing and to get ready for a target. The shooter can position himself, set his feet, wipe his nose, scratch his….knee or adjust his hat. It is difficult, or impossible to get ready prior to a shot at a sudden target….and you had better not take time to wipe your nose.

           The Shotgun range is a good place to hone your shooting method. Method is the process of getting the muzzle of your Shotgun in the proper position to shoot a target. Methods can be expressed and explained but one method does not work for everyone. All methods will do the job but none are guaranteed (but don’t we wish?). 
Methods of Shotgunning are:

Spot shooting: Timing is critical! When a target appears, the shooter will quickly bring his gun up into a rapidly estimated spot and immediately fire.

Swing shooting or Sweep shooting:  Timing is critical! When a target is within range, the shooter places his muzzle behind the target and “swings” the gun through the target, pulling the trigger as the muzzle passes through the target.

Pull ahead: Again, timing is critical. The shooter puts his muzzle right on the target and follows it. At a selected moment, he pulls the trigger while, at the same time, quickly pulling ahead.

Sustained lead: Timing is not so critical. The muzzle is brought up to the target and placed at an estimated distance in front of it. The shooter then follows the target, maintaining the lead and making adjustments as he feels necessary. Muzzle speed matches target speed and – when the conditions are judged to be as nearly correct as the shooter can make them, he pulls the trigger. He does not stop gun movement. He continues following the target for possibly a second shot
