                    Shotgunner’s Talk

                                   Larry Wagoner

            Time after time we see folks shooting directly at a moving target. That works only if the target is moving straight away, on a straight line…or straight at the Shotgunner. We all have a tendency to shoot right at a target, especially if we have rifle or pistol shooting in our busy schedules. New Shotgunners do it too, because they have the impression that the shot will reach the target instantly!  Of course, it does NOT!....nor does a pass from a football quarterback, to a crossing receiver downfield, reach its target instantly. If the pass is thrown right at the receiver, it will miss…just like a shot string will be behind a crossing target if the shot is right at it. A shot string is not as slow as a pass but the same principal applies.
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            Leading a target is thinking ahead! Thinking ahead is a characteristic of intelligent folks, and that includes all of us…RIGHT? We pride ourselves in thinking ahead to avoid problems; we use foresight. Foresight is NOT something that just happens; is happens because of our experiences and logic…sometimes we learn the hard way! Foresight has played an important part of our lives from running a business to driving a car; from planning a wedding to keeping a marriage together…predictions that are likely to happen…predictions based on past events and all elements of thinking ahead required calculated guesswork! 

           Shotgunners must use foresight every time they fire their Shotguns at a moving target. Foresight, for the Shotgunner, is a “guesstamation” of where a target will be when the shot string gets to it….judgments based on experience. Thinking ahead is a must for Shotgunners because a shot string must be ahead of a moving target. Shots right at a moving target will miss every time…unless the target is almost at point BALNK range or moving straight at, or away from the Shotgunner. Foresight, in Shotgunning, is not only necessary – it is also logical, if the speed of the target and the speed of the shot string are considered. 

           It is a hard habit to overcome – shooting straight at targets. We learn from experience but we forget real quickly! We must remember to use foresight and think ahead like the intelligent person that we are. We know that a moving target is moving and that our shot string does not reach the target immediately so, if we don’t shoot in front, we lose the target! Thinking ahead works in a lot of situations….including Shotgunning.      
