                   Shotgunner’s Talk

                                    Larry Wagoner

            Technically/ scientifically advancements are happening so fast that we cannot keep up with them. We don’t think much about it but, for a moment; look at all of the improvements and changes that have occurred since we have been around….specially in the field of electronics. What would we do without our modern day devices…audio and video devices, cameras, vehicles in space, vehicles on earth, computers and computer components, Shotguns………..

Waite….What advancements have occurred in the field of Shotguns???????? Have we thought about that lately? Can you name any technical advancements in Shotgun development? Manufacturing materials and greater precision in fitting parts together have advanced but it is difficult to identify any technical improvements. It depends on the age of the Shotgun but even the older – compared with the new, there very few changes. Since the advent of “hammerless” Shotguns, major changes cannot be seen. Some external cosmetics and “fitting” devices are attached but all components of the new serve the same basic function as the older. The older Shotguns do the same jobs – just as well as the newer ones.
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           But something has changed. The accuracy of Shotgunners (not the Shotguns) have drastically improved on every front, in every area and in every Shotgunning activity. More birds are downed and more targets are being broken by individuals, compared to just a few years ago….WHY?.....the SHELLS! YEP! There is the difference! Shells are made of thin plastic rather than thick paper for more room inside, harder shot to penetrate better, plastic “cup” wads to hold the shot tighter together rather than the “flat” cardboard disc wads, improved powder to create greater internal pressure to sent the shot toward a target faster and “hotter” primers to get things started faster. Overall, the shells are much more effective than they were just a few short years ago. If you can find any old, paper shells around in grandpa’s chest, pattern one of them and compare the pattern to a modern shell. What a difference! In those days, they really did have “Scatter Guns”! Some of those old “Scatter Guns” are still shootable but it is not advised to use the newer shells in them because the increased pressure could damage them…..and the shooter!
