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          Shotgunners are seldom precise shooters because we become complacent with “Safety in Numbers”……shot, that is. Shotgun shells contain hundreds of small pellets (balls) of lead or steel…..or shot material….especially from a 12 gage gun.  When a Shotgun is fired, all of those pellets are directed towards a target…..not all together…..but in a shot string. The “swarm” of shot is concentrated in front of the shot pattern but the string could be as long as nearly ten feet long and from 2 ½ to 3 ½ feet in diameter, at 25 yards through an improved cylinder choke. That represents a rather large window, for Shotgunners. Pistol and rifle shooters usually have only one projectile and they concentrate on putting that projectile in a particular spot, or area. Shotgunners are sometimes not so precise. Complacency sets in. With all of those pellets, that big of a pattern and the size of the window (especially from a 12 gage gun) the Shotgunner sometimes gets “overconfident”. The size of his window gets smaller with the increased size of the shot and the reduced size of the choke…not necessarily the size of the gun….but the “safety in numbers” idea is still there. Complacency results in “slop shots” (hits by accident) because Shotgunners must be more precise that they think sometimes. The number of pellets is still impressive, the length of the shot string is still a factor and the diameter of the pattern is what it is….but complacency will get us in trouble because of the time factor. 

         Your shot, from a typical shot shell, will travel approximately 1200 feet per second. When exact computations are done, the speed of a moving target and its distance from the muzzle must be taken into account, but if the target is not moving, at the 25 yards mentioned above, the shot event will be over in 1/8 of a second….from the time the trigger is pulled to the time the shot string has passed the target. Imagine, if you can, the amount of time that the shot pellets are in hitting area of the target. Even though the shot string is nearly 10 feet long, the “swarm” is much smaller that that. Can you imagine the amount of time the swarm has “on target”? Sometimes, a clay target is chipped and sometimes a bird flies off wounded because the “swarm” missed!

         Rather than just throwing shot pellets towards a target, don’t you think it is better to get more precise? Concentrate a little more on where the shot string is going and when it will be there? We Shotgunners shoot at “moving” targets….each shot is different. We don’t have time to do the math before each shot….we must realize the physics and use the biological computer to compute the projected requirements. No matter what kind of Shotgunning you do, complacency will not be your friend.
          SUGGESTION: Engage brain…. It works!    
