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            Human tendencies are natural and usually, we can’t very well control them….

such as venturing off it the direction of our vision. We look to the left, we tend to lean to the left……..we can intentionally prevent it but we will unconsciously do it almost automatically. Example: When you are driving a car and you look in one direction or the other, your car will tend to drift in that direction….so we keep our eyes straight ahead, most of the time, to make sure that we don’t run into anything. Another Example: Walking down the sidewalk, if we look one way or the other we tend to drift in that direction…..if you have not done it or seen someone do it, you have seen cartoons of a guy walking into a pole or a tree while looking at a pretty girl….or a girl doing the same thing……except she will look at the guys. (Of course, it doesn’t have to be a member of the opposite sex….it could be anything that attracts attention.) If we are aware and we make an effort to stay on tract, we can but it almost has to be a positive effort but the “almost” automatic tendency is there.

           There is no difference in Shotgunning. The same tendencies are there. When we are on a target….we had better stay there or we may get lost. If we glance away, just for an instant, our gun will drift in that direction almost automatically. We then have to find it again and start the process of getting on it all over again. And if we try to control the drift, the gun will usually be “pushed” in the opposite direction.
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            Anything can cause our eyes to momentarily leave the intended target…such as blowing leaves, other birds, a dog or someone standing to one side of us that raises his arms of moves. Sometimes the problem is how our eyes see our target. Not in all cases, by any means, but a large number of targets are missed because the shot string is behind where we intended it to be. Birds and clay targets are treated the same. Most shots are behind because the eyes of the shooter will be looking directly at the target…..that is not always a problem but remember it is natural and normal for the shot to go where the shooter is looking. If a shooter looks directly at a target, the shot string tends to go directly at the target…..but when moving targets are involved, when we shoot directly at a target, the shot goes behind, rather than in front. Moving targets require lead! No lead…..bye-bye target.

             Try looking at your targets differently. See them, get on them…..then focus your eyes on what you think your lead should be, not directly on the target. Where you look is where the shot will tend to go. Swing, as usual…do everything else that you do to prepare for a shot, just focus your eyes on what you think your lead should be. See for yourself.
             The eyes have it! When your eyes stop, your swing stops and the target is lost. Shotgunning is a Hand/ Eye coordination sport. Your eyes see and communicate what they see to the brain and the brain tells the muscles to position the gun to where you are looking. If your eyes drift, your brain drifts and the muscles follow.   
