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           Bird hunting seasons: That is the times when many clay target Shotgunners use the practice that they have had at the range and it pays off for them in hunting success. Breaking clay targets gives us confidence in our shooting abilities. “Breaking targets” alone, though, is not what gives us all of that confidence. 
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           Bird hunting is not exactly the same as Skeet or Trap, you know. On a Skeet or Trap field, clay targets are predictable (unless there is a high wind); we know where the targets are coming from and where they are going. Trap and Sporting Clays offer some verity but we still know where the targets are coming from and they go to where they are going in a straight line
(unless there is a high wind). Birds are not of a mind to let us know where they are coming from or where they are going…..even in a high wind. That high flying goose may fly in a straight line but we cannot predict what altitude at which they will be. Other birds are almost totally unpredictable….pheasants will fly, pretty much in a low, straight line but pheasant  hunters know how sneaky and evasive they can be. Considering all that is involved, it is important for hunters to remember that compensating for changes in speed, angle, and distance cannot be gained, without doubt, at the clay target range. Shooting clay targets can give us only a good reference for judging that all important lead.

           The basic requirement for hitting moving targets is that the shot pattern must be where the target is at the right time. That means, of course, that the Shotgunner’s lead must change with the target. In practice environments, leads can be neatly vectored, computer, graphed and put into feet and inches. The “sustained lead” method of shooting works in predictable practice sessions, works very well for many of us….and maybe in a duck blind….but not so in the field where the targets are field game birds. Sustained lead cannot accommodate random changes in the flight of scattering birds….nor can “spot” shooting or “pass through”…or any other style work perfectly every time. Hunters use all methods almost automatically.

            The big advantages of clay target shooting is becoming very well acquainted with our Shotguns and to give our biological computers references for making judgments of leads and positioning…..and it aint the same thing! In fact, every single bird we shoot at is a different shot that require different compensations and judgments. Accommodating moving targets is not an automatic thing and it cannot be learned totally on a clay target range.    
