FOSTER CITY ROD AND GUN CLUB MINUTES
April 4, 2007

Pres. Bill opened the meeting and the following guests were introduced Henry Sutter, Andy Kane, and Lydia (from next door) and a guest of Jim Celentano, Richard (did not get his last name). Bill Miller and Brian Carroll were thanked for helping with tonight’s meal. 

Darold announced for members to keep current on club activities by going on the web to www.fostercityrodandgunclub.com. Rocky has been updating when he can. 

Darold introduced Joe Costa, our guest speaker. Joe works for the San Mateo County as a supervisor for the road department. He grew up on the San Mateo Coast and has fished all up and down the coastline, on the beaches and rocks. He took Darold out last week to show him the techniques of perch fishing. Joe brought an assortment of hooks, jigs, weights, along with a rod and spinning reel combination, set up to cast in the surf for catching perch. 
Joe learned and enjoyed fishing with his dad and hopes the traditions continue from father to son. He said that surf fishing has changed during the years. The old traditional way has been to use heavy duty equipment. He says now he down sized by using an 8 ½ ft medium spinning rod, a quantum spinning reel with a rear drag with 8lb test line. He attaches the line with a ¾ oz sliding sinker with swivel and a 30 in leader with a #4 bait holder hook. To this he attaches a 2” or 3” soft molded rubber pumpkin color grub to the hook with the tail curved the same direction as the hook. This mimics a sand crab scurrying along the sand. The best time to fish is 2 hours before high tide and 2 hours after high tide. Now you walk along the beach and cast into the waves. Let the line pull out when the wave recedes but keep tension on the line and make a slow retrieve. He said the limit for barred perch is 5 and for red perch is 5 but they have to be over 10 ½ in. long. He fishes from Devils Slide to Santa Cruz. He says these fish are very good eating. The have soft bones like a trout. He starts fishing in February and by March and April, they start spawning and are bigger. Keep moving until you get a strike. Stay there for a while until the bite ends. He says this is a fun and inexpensive sport that can be introduced to the younger fishermen. Another sport he does is eel fishing by going on the rocks during low tide and pole poke with a pole, wire, leader and hook. Stick the baited hook under rocks and you can catch eels, rock fish, and crabs. Check with local regulations for what you can keep. When you catch an eel, pull slowly and firmly and have a bag ready to put him in. He said that barbecued eels are great. You skin them like a catfish and take the back bone out and it leaves a nice white meat. He said that another fun time is to chase the night smelt. If you are in the right place and have an ‘A’ frame dipping net, you can fill a 5 gallon bucket in a hurry.  The best time is one hour after sunset during a high tide. 
Conservation Report: Dan wanted to remind members that April 21 is Earth Day but that we should consider environmental awareness year round. 
Hunting Report: Roger said he got a turkey already this season along with Ken Bertelsen. Al Hajovsky tried his hand, got a shot off but the bird got away. Darold tried but never got a shot. He said it is still early in the season and the hunting should improve later. Tony Naples got a nice bird at Camanche North Shore. 

Shooting Report: Larry Waggoner said 5 members did show up on the third Wednesday at Waterloo in Stockton. There was not a shoot today at Pacific Gun Club. Just remember that steel shot is required. 
Bill announced that club elections will be held next meeting. If anyone wants to become an officer or member at large, let a board member know before the election. Nominations were asked for from the floor but none were given. Present officers are to remain on the ballot unless they so chose to be removed. 

Meeting adjourned……….Pot-O-Gold

