FISHING FOR KOKANEE
By Darold Givens

Ever since I got my new boat I wanted to return to New Melones Reservoir near Angels Camp and fish for kokanee. The last time I was there I had fished with my brother and it was my last fishing trip with him. I returned with my cousin Don Woods with visions of catching many kokanee salmon. I am what other fishermen call a “koke nut”. I have over $1000 worth of lures alone to catch these finicky fish. To catch these fish there are many factors which I was going to teach Don. Trolling speed is very important and a GPS lets me know the exact speed I am going as rotary speedometers are not accurate at slow speeds. We troll between 1.2-1.8 MPH. The next item to consider is depth. How deep do you put the trolling ball. We found that fish were between 25-55 feet. The color of the flasher or dodger is the next thing. After that is what color and type of lure to use and how long should the leader be and how far back from the towing cable should the setup be trolled. It is almost a science to catch kokanee and I love it. Oh, by the way, each lure must be tipped with a piece of ‘shoe peg’ white corn. Not sure why but you have to. 
(to be continued)
