                SHOTGUNNER’S TALK
                                  Larry Wagoner

              BLUNDERBUSS. How many of those do we know? The Blunderbuss has become an adjective to describe something all screwed up or clumsy thing
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……..or person. Actually it was, and is a Shotgun. 
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      The pistol Blunderbuss was an early weapon carried in the belt of the military and Pirates. Argggggggggg maiteeeee! Blow the man down! It was loaded with a charge of black powder and packed with whatever was available. Pirates liked to use pieces of nails and glass. It was a Flintlock and was not too dependable. The Pirates had problems keeping their powder dry.

              The modern Blunderbuss was a rifle device….Shotgun…….a muzzle-loading firearm with a “bell” muzzle at the end of the barrel. The flared, trumpet like muzzle was not to spread the shot pattern, but to facilitate ease of loading. Our forefathers, the pilgrims, loaded their Blunderbusses with rocks or gravel... or whatever was available. It was used primarily to hunt game and, of course, self defenses. The Blunderbuss was effective only at close range and lived a short life because many of them “blew up” when they were fired.
           The Blunderbuss was in use in the 17th century. Flintlock Blunderbusses were used by Catharine the Great’s forces during foreign wars to expand Russia’s territory……and who knows by whom before that: its history is vague. 

           By nature, the Blunderbuss was not a precise weapon. If it was fired at a flock of birds, or a crowd of people, it may bring down several birds or hit many of the people……or it could just as well miss them all. It was, on many occasions, used in games of competition….or chance. The Pilgrims would mark a spot on a target and the closest hit to the mark, won a prize…..Turkey Shoot!
            Today, the Blunderbuss is only a thing to look at. It is a part of history. But there are collectors that have refurbished them into beautiful display pieces that are worth a buck or two. 

            These were the first Shotguns. Things, and Shotguns, have really changed a lot. How would you like to go back to the time when your hunting gun was a 2” Blunderbuss? (2” inside diameter of the boar) loaded with river rock and most likely would not fire of would blow up in your face? 

